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Stockholm University's Open Access Costs 2025 
Stockholm University’s central support for open access is administered by the university 
library (SUB). SUB covers the publication costs for articles (APCs, Article Publishing Charges) 
published under the library’s read-and-publish agreements, as well as for individual articles 
published in journals listed in the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ). 

In the current scholarly publishing landscape, higher education institutions must pay both 
for open access to articles and for licenses granting access to subscription-based (closed) 
content. In 2025, 94% of all articles with a corresponding author from Stockholm University 
were published as open access, and Stockholm University paid SEK 39,135,442 for 1,120 
open-access articles. When the costs of e-journals are included, the total amount spent on 
open access and reading rights to scholarly articles comes to SEK 44,600,810. 

The chart shows the publishers for which the combined costs of e-journals (reading rights) 
and open access publishing were highest in 2025. Orange represent articles in fully open 
access journals and grey represent articles in hybrid journals.  

 

 
 

Taken together, these publishers account for 84% of the total costs for open-access articles at Stockholm University in 2025, corresponding to  
approximately SEK 33 million. 
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Publisher Agreements 
SUB has nearly 40 publisher agreements that include publishing. Most of the agreements  
are concluded through the Bibsam Consortium, but in 2025 SUB also maintained its own  
agreements with the American Medical Association, American Society for Microbiology,  
Astronomy and Astrophysics, Cogitatio, Demography, SciPost, and UBC Press. In 2025,  
these agreements covered 96% of the articles published open access at Stockholm 
University. 

Read more about SUB’s agreements and terms: su.se/english/apc 

 
Book Publishing Charges 
SUB does not cover BPCs (Book Publishing Charges) or book chapters. In 2025,  
departments at Stockholm University paid SEK 1,371,488 for BPCs. 

 
Alternative Publishing Models 
 
SUB monitors the development of alternative publishing models without APCs. One 
example is Subscribe to Open (S2O), a model in which publishers make a journal volume 
openly accessible if they receive sufficient revenue from “subscriptions.” 
In 2025, SUB recorded SEK 751,677 for S2O and similar models. This amount also includes 
memberships and support for various open access initiatives. 

 
Publishing Costs 2025 
 
Total cost for publishing open access articles at Stockholm University in 2025: SEK 39,135,442 
• Individual APCs paid by SUB: SEK 2,057,021 (5.3% of costs) 
• Individual APCs paid by SU: SEK 894,759 (2.3% of costs) 
• National agreements via Bibsam: SEK 35,888,493 (91.7% of costs) 
• SUB’s own agreements: SEK 295,169 (0.8%) 

 
    Number of open-access articles in the report: 1,120 

• Articles in hybrid journals: 753 (67%) 
• Articles in fully open access journals: 367 (33%) 

 
Number of OA articles by payment model: 
• Articles paid by SUB: 85 (8%) 
• Articles paid by SU: 47 (4%) 
• Bibsam agreements: 988 (88%) 

 
In addition to the 1,120 articles, 85 articles were published under agreements for fully open  
access journals funded by the Swedish Research Council (Vetenskapsrådet), Formas, Forte,  
and Vinnova. 
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